
ROOTED IN PROVIDENCE, FORWARD 
IN HOPE The Sisters mark ten years in 
their new home. (Story on pages 6 –8.)

Pictured: Sister Bernadette Claire Kramer in the 
garden at St. Anne Province Center.

Providence
M o m e n t sM o m e n t s

INSIDE—Some moving thoughts 
on the meaning of mission, fond 
farewells to our recently departed 
Sisters, a walk down memory lane, 
and more! 

of

Divine 
Providence

Congregation

SPRING 2022
VOLUME 4
ISSUE 2 CONGREGATION OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE |  MELBOURNE, KY



WWW.CDPKENTUCKY.ORG 2  /  ROOTE D  IN  PROVIDENCE,  FORWARD IN HOP E

Providence
M o m e n t sM o m e n t s

is the newsletter of the Sisters of Divine Providence in Melbourne, 
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living witnesses to the Providence of God. God’s love becomes real 
in us as we go out to be Providence to others through the works of 
mercy.”
                     — Constitutions of the Congregation of Divine Providence
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The Providence Project: A Summer AdventureThe Providence Project: A Summer Adventure

I love our CDP mission to be living 
witnesses to the Providence of 
God, and it’s exciting when we 
have opportunities to invite others 
to come along with us in mission. 
Just last summer, several Sisters 
and I had that chance as volunteers 
served with us in rural Alabama. 
We worked with students in an 
educational summer camp,  sharing 
academic activities like math and 
reading. We also went on field 
trips, had cooking lessons, and 
played sports. We did everything 
from art projects to building robots 
to launching homemade rockets. 
It was life-giving to be with the 
students in all of the activities — 
even on sweltering summer days in 
Alabama.

The other meaningful piece of this 
was that Sisters and volunteers lived 
together in community. We prayed, 
shared meals, and reflected on our 
experiences. We took walks around 
the neighborhood every night and 
met many of the kids from camp, 
along with their families. We also 
had opportunities to visit historic 
sites in Selma and museums in 
Montgomery, and we learned a lot 
about the civil rights movement. 
It was a beautiful, challenging, 
enlivening experience all around. I 
can’t wait to go back this summer! 

Do you want to come along with us 
in mission? If you’re a young adult 
who’s interested in doing summer 
service with students and staying in 

community with our awesome Sister 
selves, please apply! And if you 
know any young adults who might 
be interested, please invite them! 
They can learn more by visiting 
https://www.godspacecommunity.
com/providenceproject and 
emailing Sister Leslie at vocation@
cdpkentucky.org.                                                     

Madagascar/Mission Fund
$192,780

Holy Family Home
$61,560

2020 Christmas Appeal 
Jan.-Sept. 2021

$47,122
Retirement

$49,023
Unrestricted Gifts

$127,685

Major Raffle $180,704

2021 Christmas Appeal 
Oct.-Dec. 2021

$362,562

God’s People ProvideGod’s People Provide
This January, our Congregation celebrated 260 years since 
our founder, Blessed Fr. Jean Martin Moye asked young 
women to assist him in teaching the poor children in nearby 
French villages. The efforts of those women bore fruit that 
continues to be shared around the world.

We have been so richly blessed because of the generosity and 
support we have received over the years for the work that we 
do. We thank God for you and we pray that the good we do 
with your assistance may continue to grow and prosper!

Sister Leslie Keener, CDP

Sisters Alice Gerdeman, Mary Agnes 
Cashman, and Leslie Keener visiting the 
historic Edmund Pettus Bridge, site of 
the Bloody Sunday conflict in 1965.

Total $1,021,436



A Shared MissionA Shared Mission
As I reflected on our General Chapter call of 2018 “deepening our zeal for mission” I was reminded of a 
conversation with my mom when I was a junior in high school. She was trying to encourage me to run for 
student council. The thought of having to give a speech in front of the student body gave me the shivers.  
“Besides,” I said to Mom, “what could I talk about?” 

Although I never gave that talk, never ran for student council, Mom’s answer never left me: “Talk about 
ENTHUSIASMENTHUSIASM! It comes from the Greek, ‘in God.’” Over the years of struggling with insecurities, I have 
never forgotten my mom’s thought that with God, in God, in whom we have our being, we can be 
enthusiastic, filled with passion and zeal and joy. And what we do becomes not so important as how we do 
it, and why.

Some years ago, we CDPs learned a song with the refrain: “Why do you do what you do?” The answer to 
the question was: “Because we love GodBecause we love God.” Yes, it is the reason, but really, more powerfully, it’s because we 
believe God loves us first. 

It sounds prideful for me to think that I could say this - that I do what I do because God loves me, and yet it 
is what I believe. God’s powerful love, a providential love, is the motivator. But in the deepest part of me I 
know I am not worthy of this love. I am just a struggling human person, feeling like St. Paul, wanting to do 
the right, to be good, but failing in a million small ways every day. But God never gives up! I wonder why?

How do I then, if I feel this way, look at my life with the many blessings I’ve been given, and try to make 
sense of it? Why has God called me?

The favors of the Lord are not exhausted. Each morning they are renewed. 
So great is God’s faithfulness. So great is God’s faithfulness. ( cf. Lamentations 3: 22-23)

Each morning I spend time in prayer. Most days it’s a time of complete distraction, but still the intent 
is there, to tell God that the first part of the day is God’s, so that the rest of the day can also be for 
God, through living as a disciple. I would love to have that first 45 minutes be mystical, contemplative, 
transformative . . . but it usually isn’t. It does, however, set me forward in ministry. 

Almost always that prayer brings to mind the people I will encounter in my day as well as memories of 
people in the past, all of whom have been signs to me of God’s goodness.

How have I managed to say yes to God’s call to move from teaching into parish work, to change from a 
suburban location to the mountains, to cross the ocean to Ghana, West Africa? Because the call was given, 
the question was asked, and Jesus said, “I will be with you.” 

So many of our Sisters had led the way, following the invitation of Jean Martin Moye to be disciples. I just 
followed their example of listening to the voice of God in myriad ways throughout the day believing that 
God does speak!
             
     —Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP
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Ukrainian Refugees Arrive in FranceUkrainian Refugees Arrive in France
In April, our Sisters in France 
welcomed a group of refugees 
from Ukraine to our Motherhouse. 
The great majority of the group is 
women and children. They will stay 
at the convent until permanent 
housing is arranged and necessary 
papers, visas, and work permits are 
cared for. 

For these children and their 
mothers, it is the first opportunity 
for some stability after fleeing their 
country and spending many days 
in difficult travel. Local authorities 
have arranged for translators, 
the Red Cross, doctors, nurses, a 
psychologist, and representatives 
from the Moselle Prefecture and the 
state to be on hand to help with the 
transition.

After ten days, basic needs (clothes, 
medicine, and hygiene products) 
had been met, thanks to donations. 
Our new friends are very motivated 
to learn French, and volunteers 
offer courses almost every morning. 
The children  love playing in the 
convent hallways and gardens. 
They also love going to the farm 
to feed the lambs. Common life, 
with its tensions and joys, is slowly 
becoming organized.
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A 
Walk 
Down 
Memory Lane

St. Camillus 
Corbin, KY
1908–2012



Almost ten years since the move 
from the Sisters’ historic home at 
St. Anne Convent to their right-
sized Province Center next to Holy 
Family Home, there is a lot to 
remember—and a lot to celebrate.

Rooted in Rooted in 
Providence, Providence, 
Forward in Forward in 
HopeHope
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An aerial view shows St. 
Anne Retreat Center (left, 
site of the former convent), 
the Sisters’ cemetery (rear 
of the buildings), and the 
present-day St. Anne 
Province Center and Holy 
Family Home (right).

The Tudor Gothic old building of 
St. Anne Convent wasn’t easy to 
leave. Situated atop its riverside 
hill at the end of an oak-lined drive 
made famous by the film Rain Man, 
it was once ideally suited for the 
Sisters. As the growing congregation 
took responsibility for teaching 
in one parish after another, many 
schools did not even have desks 
for students, much less lodging 
for teachers.  The Sisters had to 
provide shelter for themselves. The 
first building on the site was begun 

in 1919, constructed to replace an 
earlier home at Mount St. Martin 
in Newport. A five-storey addition 
followed ten years later.

Nearly a century on, though, 
the magnificent edifice was no 
longer a good fit. The Sisters had 
not so much outgrown it as they 
had “grown out” from it, living in 
communities throughout the region 
and beyond so they could be more 
present to the people they served. 
A structure that was practical in 

the early twentieth century was no 
longer seen to serve the Sisters’ 
primary mission.

Sister Fran Moore, who was 
provincial superior at the time of the 
move, recalls, “We’d been talking 
about the need to ‘right size’ for 
years but didn’t seem able to act on 
it.” Sisters who were working often 
lived away from the convent and 
retired Sisters needed more modern 
facilities. 
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Sister Alice Gerdeman remembers that practical matters 
were only one part of the equation. “Our commitment 
to living a simple lifestyle and trying to use only what 
we need of the earth’s resources was a topic of much 
reflection,” she says. The old building needed a lot of 
maintenance and “we didn’t need all that space,” she 
notes.

Many of the Sisters had come to St. Anne quite young 
(some still in their teens) and had called it home for a 
half-century or more. Those beloved walls were hard 
to leave, even if the metaphorical writing was on them. 
The CDPs have never been the sort of women to take 
the easy path over the right one.

“Painful as the move was for some,” says Sister Fran, “it 
was in accord with our charism to ‘take only what we 
need’ and live simply. The move was made with much 
thought and attention to ensure part of the history of 
the former building was transferred to the new one.”

In addition to its smaller footprint, the new Province 
Center was thoughtfully planned to express the Sisters’ 
spirituality, especially in terms of care for creation.
“When we built the Province Center, we insisted on 
windows that could be opened to decrease our use 
of air-conditioning. We also put in skylights to allow 
natural light in the hallway, cutting our reliance on 
electricity. We even put in water-conserving toilets,” 
says Sister Fran. 

“There were many reasons why we decided to build 
onto Holy Family Home for a Province Center and 

leave the old building,” Sister Alice 
says. “Around the same time we 
were making arrangements for 
some of the land to be placed 
in a conservancy with Campbell 
County.”

About 146 acres of the St. Anne 
property was transferred to the 
Campbell County Conservation 
District with a grant from 
the Kentucky Heritage Land 
Conservation Fund Board. The 
St. Anne Woods and Wetlands, 
as the property is now known, 
is gradually being opened to the 
public for hiking, birdwatching, and 
environmental research.

At the new building, the Sisters’ commitment continued 
as upgrades were needed to the property. Holy Family 
Home relies on geothermal heating, which saves 
costs (an existing “geothermal pool” contributed to 
the savings) and allows the older Sisters in the health 
care center to have their heat turned on earlier in the 
year. Primarily, though, says Sister Fran, “it was one 
more change we could make to decrease our carbon 
footprint.”

When lights in the chapel needed upgrading during 
Sister Alice’s tenure as provincial, the Sisters found a 
solution that improved the lighting and saved money—
LED bulbs. “It really did brighten the chapel,” Sister Alice 
says, “so all the bulbs were changed, and we didn’t need 
to change the ceiling fixtures.”

The former convent building now serves as a much-
needed retreat center for the Diocese of Covington and 
the Sisters are comfortable in their new home. Sister 
Fran sympathized with Sisters who were upset with 
the move at first. “I firmly believe many felt fearful 
and had a strong sense of loss, which was certainly 
both understandable and valid,” she says.  But “once 
the move was made, even though it was painful, they 
thought it was the right thing to do.”

After all, the Sisters agree, the Congregation wasn’t 
founded to maintain old buildings or live in the past, 
but to go out among the people, to be the face of 
Providence to the world. This move was just another 
way for them to fulfill their mission.

“ Have only “ Have only 
what is necessary.” what is necessary.” 
— Blessed Jean Martin Moye, — Blessed Jean Martin Moye, 
founder of the founder of the 
Congregation of Divine Congregation of Divine 
ProvidenceProvidence
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Sister Josepha Eisen (top), Sister Marilene Cullen 
(above), and Sister Rose Rizzo (left), have all made the 
most of the Province Center’s beautiful garden.

In the 1980s, “retired” Sister Josepha Eisen took 
responsibility for a garden in the field north of 
Holy Family Home. She recruited some candidates, 
postulants, and Sisters to help. It was no small effort. 

In 1982 her labor yielded nearly a ton of tomatoes (1,953 
pounds, to be precise) and almost as much cabbage. 
And this is not to mention the strawberries, broccoli, 
zucchini, peppers, beans, and squash.

Sister Marilene Cullen (then Sister James Marie) began 
helping her on weekends and eventually took charge 
of the garden around 1984. She moved the nearly 
five acres from dependence on chemical fertilizers to 
become fully organic.

Sister Mary Lea Marsili joined the effort in 1988, when 
Sister Marilene left to establish a school in Ghana. She 
continued the organic practices of her predecessor “for 
the health of it,” as she told a reporter for the Cincinnati 
Enquirer.  She turned an old hog run into a greenhouse 
and even had an ’84 Plymouth Horizon converted to 
haul produce to the Sisters’ garden sale.

Sister Bernadette Claire Kramer is often found tending 
the garden’s fourteen raised beds these days. She says 
it’s “a way of using God’s gift to us,” and yet one more 
way in which the Sisters work toward a simpler, more 
sustainable life.

A Plentiful HarvestA Plentiful Harvest
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 Called to Eternal Life Called to Eternal Life

Sr. Mary Karen Bahlmann, CDP, died 
peacefully at Holy Family Home, 

Melbourne, KY, on March 23, 2022. 
She was a professed member of the 

Congregation of Divine Providence for sixty-
one years. Born Catherine Ann in Buffalo, New 

York, in 1940, she entered the convent at the age of eighteen, 
made her first profession of vows in 1960, and professed final 
vows in 1965.

In 1960, Sr. Mary Karen began a seventeen-year-long teaching 
ministry that saw her serve at five elementary schools in 
Kentucky, including: St. Agatha, Winchester; St. Ann, Covington; 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Hebron; St. Bernard, Dayton; and St. 
Thomas, Fort Thomas. She also taught at Our Lady of Sorrows 
School in Takoma Park, MD, and for six years at St. Michael 
School in Ripley, OH. In 1977, Sr. Mary Karen moved into 

administration and for the next nine years served Holy Family 
School in Ashland, KY, as principal. With a second master’s 
degree from the University of Dayton, she worked as principal 
for St. Thomas School at her beloved home parish in Fort 
Thomas, KY. She was then called to the Diocese of Lafayette, 
IN, ministering as assistant superintendent of schools. Sr. Mary 
Karen then returned to Kentucky, closing out her ministry in 
education at Saints Peter and Paul School in Lexington, KY.

The increasing effects of Alzheimer’s prompted her retirement in 
2015 to Holy Family Home in Melbourne, KY. She will be missed 
by her religious community, the Sisters of Divine Providence; her 
beloved brother Jerry of New Albany, OH; brother-in-law George 
Eten of Union, KY; nieces and nephews; and many friends. Her 
dear sister Judie Eten preceded her in death.

SISTER MARY KAREN

BAHLMANN

“Eternal rest 
grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.”

Sr. Ruth Marie Flynn, CDP, quietly 
passed away at Holy Family Home, 

Melbourne, KY, on April 6, 2022. 
Born Ruth Marie in Fort Thomas, KY, 

she first entered the Sisters of Divine 
Providence at the age of nineteen. For 

the next fifteen years she served as the office 
manager and assistant administrator at Our Lady of the Way 
Hospital in Martin, KY. 

Having left religious life for a time, in 1984, Sr. Ruth experienced 
divine providence calling her back to community and re-entered 
religious life after a period of discernment with the Congregation. 
Following profession of first vows in 1985, she took up ministry 
as administrator of Holy Family Home, Melbourne, KY. 

For the next thirteen years, her compassionate presence, gifts 
as a health care administrator, and training in clinical pastoral 

education were greatly appreciated and much respected by 
Sisters and staff alike. 

Subsequent assignments brought Sr. Ruth as a pastoral associate 
to St. Michael Parish in Burnsville, WV, and St. Nicholas parish 
in Zanesville, OH. She then ministered in community service at 
Holy Family until 2015. Health concerns prompted her move to 
Holy Family’s Health Care Center in 2017, where this Spirit-filled 
woman embraced a ministry of prayer.

She will be greatly missed by her religious community, the Sisters 
of Divine Providence; her many beloved nieces and nephews; 
and many friends. Her dear brothers Jack and Bill, step-brother 
Albert Rawe, and sisters Mary Lou Tholmeier, Audrey Mullen, 
Blanche Rawe and Barbara Cowie preceded her in death.

SISTER RUTH MARIE 

FLYNN
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Sr. Dorothy Ann Dzurissin, CDP (Sr. 
Helen Francis) died surrounded 
by family at Holy Family Home, 

Melbourne, KY, on April 14, 2022. She 
worked in business for several years 

after high school before taking a civil 
service position in Washington, DC, with the 

Navy. Her deep love of God and devotion to prayer then drew her 
to religious life and the Sisters of Divine Providence.

Following profession of first vows in 1957, Sr. Dorothy Ann taught 
at St. Thomas School, Fort Thomas, KY, and Our Lady Star of the 
Sea School in Solomons, MD. She then returned to Melbourne 
to cheerfully and faithfully embrace ministry as receptionist 
at St. Anne Convent, professing final vows in 1962. Except for 
a few months teaching at Our Lady of the Mountains School in 
Paintsville, KY, she remained at St. Anne until 1964, when she was 
called to this ministry of hospitality at St. Vincent Infant Home in 
Providence, RI.

Sr. Dorothy Ann was again welcoming visitors at St. Anne Convent 
in 1966. However, in 1979 when her business experience and 
office skills were needed at Our Lady of the Way Hospital, she 
moved to Martin, KY, to serve as administrative secretary and 
medical librarian. Always one to follow the designs of Providence, 
when called three years later to serve the province, she returned 
to St. Anne.

Taking up ministry as a receptionist with Comprehensive Care, 
Newport, KY, in 1990 was prelude to time of big change and 
challenge for Sr. Dorothy Ann. Missioned in 1991 to Jeanne d’Arc 
Residence in New York City, she once more joyfully embraced 
being receptionist and librarian. Ever eager to be an instrument 
of God’s providence, Sr. Dorothy Ann also reached out to the 
neighborhood. She received recognition from The Associated 
Blind, Inc. for exemplifying “Caring in Action” through her 
volunteer work over many years with blind adults in the New York 
City area. In 2016, she made a final “homecoming” to St. Anne 
Convent and Melbourne and there took up a ministry of prayer 
and community service at Holy Family.

SISTER DOROTHY ANN

DZURISSIN

Sr. Mary Thomas Harvey, CDP, died 
peacefully at Holy Family Home, 

Melbourne, KY,  on March 29, 2022. 
She was a professed member of the 

Congregation of Divine Providence for 
sixty-seven years. Born in County Clare, Ireland 

in 1935, at fifteen she came to the United States with a group 
of sixteen young women, all of whom entered the convent the 
next day. Sr. Mary Thomas professed her first vows in 1954 and 
her final vows five years later. During the interim, she became a 
naturalized citizen of the United States.

Sent as a postulant to St. Joan of Arc School in Wheeling, WV, 
after profession Sr. Mary Thomas began a teaching ministry 
that spanned the next forty-four years and brought her to 
seven Catholic elementary schools in Kentucky including 
Christ the King in Lexington; St. Bernard in Dayton; St. Cecilia in 

Independence; St. Joseph in Camp Springs; and St. Thomas in 
Fort Thomas (where she later served as principal). 

From 1998 until retiring to Holy Family Home in 2011, she  
taught at St. Mark School in Richmond, KY, and managed to 
earn an A.B. from Villa Madonna College, and M.Ed. from Xavier 
University.

A deeply spiritual woman, she loved Irish and liturgical dancing 
and brought joy and smiles wherever she went. She will be 
greatly missed by her religious community, the Sisters of Divine 
Providence; her beloved brothers PJ of New Hyde Park, NY, and 
Tommy (Trisha) of Clontarf, Dublin, Ireland; nieces and nephews; 
and many friends. Her dear brothers Gerald and Michael 
preceded her in death.

SISTER MARY THOMAS

HARVEY



Sister Leslie Keener never shies away from trying something new, especially if it can enhance 
her ministry. “I started writing reflections on the Sunday Scriptures on the God Space blog a few 
years ago,” she says. “I’m more comfortable writing than speaking, but I noticed more people 

respond when they listen to these reflections than they do when they read 
them.” And the Providence Podcast was born!

“I relate the readings we hear in church with our own lives,” 
she says. “I throw in a little Providence spirituality too.” 

“Sometimes I invite different people to read the 
Scriptures, and I add background music,” she 

says. “One summer night, a small group met 
in the backyard of the God Space house. My 

friend Bill read the Gospel and as I recorded 
him, I wondered if the crickets that were so 

loud in the moment would make it onto 
the recording. It turns out they did, so God 

provided the music for that one.”

While Sister Leslie makes it sound easy, 
she wasn’t so confident in the beginning. 
“Honestly, this is a big learning for me,” 

she admits. “I didn’t know if I could even 
do it. The Providence Podcast is a way of 

inviting other people to come and reflect 
with us wherever they are in their own way.”

To listen to the Providence Podcast, you can visit 
https://www.godspacecommunity.com/gs-podcast 

or search wherever you get your podcasts.

The The 
Providence Providence 

PodcastPodcast

Stay in touch! Please visit our website 
and follow us on social media. Help us 
save resources by subscribing to our 
digital newsletter. Just send your email 
address to Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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