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 SISTER MARY KAREN BAHLMANN 

  was called into eternal life. 

 

 

Born June 18, 1940 in Buffalo, New York, Sr. Mary Karen Bahlmann entered eternal life on 

March 23, 2022 at Holy Family Home.  She was eighty-one years old and a professed member of 

the Congregation of Divine Providence for sixty-one years. 

 

Catherine Ann was the oldest of three children born to Jerome and Catherine Bahlmann.  She is 

preceded in death by her sister Judie Eten.  She is survived by her brother Jerry and nieces and 

nephews.  

 

When Sr. Mary Karen was a toddler, the family moved from Buffalo, New York to Fort Thomas, 

Kentucky where she was taught by the Sisters of Divine Providence throughout her elementary 

and high school years at St. Thomas School.  Her religious vocation developed through the 

strong connections with her teachers who were also her friends.  With the loving support of her 

family, Sr. Mary Karen wanted to try religious life to see if it was for her.  With this in mind, she 

entered St. Anne Convent on September 8, 1958.  She made her first profession of vows on 

November 13, 1960 and final vows on August 29, 1965. 

 

As a born educator, Sr. Mary Karen committed her life and energies to involvement in Catholic 

schools.  She served as teacher, principal, and assistant superintendent. Her professional 

preparation included an A.B. degree in elementary education from Thomas More College (now 

University) and an M.S. in elementary education from the University of Dayton.  Later, she 

earned an M.S. in educational administration from the University of Dayton.  

 

After her first profession of vows, Sr. Mary Karen was missioned as an elementary teacher.  For 

the next several years she taught at St. Agatha Academy in Winchester, Kentucky; Our Lady of 

Sorrows School in Takoma Park, Maryland; St. Ann School in West Covington, Kentucky; and  

Immaculate Heart of Mary School in Hebron, Kentucky.  From 1966 to 1972 she taught in St. 

Michael School in Ripley, Ohio.  After one year at St. Bernard School in Dayton, Kentucky, Sr. 

Mary Karen’s ministry as a full-time teacher ended where her formal education began.  She 

taught at St. Thomas School in Fort Thomas from 1973 to 1977. 

 

In the next phase of her career in Catholic education, Sr. Mary Karen served as an elementary 

principal in Holy Family School in Ashland, Kentucky from 1977 to 1986.  Then she took a year 

off to complete her degree program at Dayton University.  Sister returned to St. Thomas School 

as the principal from 1987 to 1999. 

 



After a brief sabbatical in Ontario, Canada, Sr. Mary Karen accepted the position of assistant 

superintendent in the school office of the diocese of Lafayette, Indiana from 2000 to 2003.  

However much she enjoyed working on this level, she did miss being part of the local school 

community of parents, teachers, and children.  Sister returned to principalship and remained in 

Indiana to serve in three schools: Sacred Heart in Jeffersonville, St. Bernard in Crawfordsville, 

and Christ the King in Evansville.  In 2011 Sr. Mary Karen came back to Kentucky for her final 

two assignments which were in Lexington:  assistant principal at Sts. Peter and Paul School from 

2011 to 2013 and Director of Catholic Identity from 2013 to 2015.  The hardship of Alzheimer’s 

she dealt with courageously at Holy Family Home for the past seven years. 

 

Sr. Mary Karen possessed many strengths that were apparent to those with whom she lived and 

worked.  Sister was dedicated, committed, and responsible.  She was a fine teacher who set a 

solid tone of learning, orderliness, excitement, gentleness, and understanding.  Her discipline 

was loving, fair, firm, consistent, prudent, and reasonable.  Sister always tried to keep in mind 

the dignity of the student.   

 

Sr. Mary Karen entered religious life to see if it was for her.  In her reflections she noted that the 

most deep and endearing times were faith sharing, prayer, ministering, and growing with 

compassionate, forgiving, competent, loving CDPs in community.  Her experiences of hesitancy 

and certainty, of challenges and celebrations, of forgiveness and faithfulness, did indeed verify 

her choice of religious life.   

 

In thanksgiving for our dear Sr. Mary Karen and for her witness as a loving, joyful woman of 

Providence and as a woman of prayer, compassion, and loving service throughout her religious 

life, let us entrust her to the care of our Provident God.  

 

United in God’s gracious Providence, 

 

Sister Barbara Patrick, CDP for 

Sister Barbara Rohe, CDP, Provincial 

 

 

Mass of Christian Burial:  Saturday, March 26, 2022 at 10:00 A.M. 

          Immaculate Conception Chapel, Melbourne  

  

Burial in the Convent Cemetery, Melbourne, Kentucky 


