
MORE THAN 400 YEARS OF 
SERVICE!— Our Jubilarians have a 
lot to celebrate—and be celebrated 
for!
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INSIDE— A look at our new dining 
room, updates on Sisters’ ministries 
and accolades, and a creative 
reflection on a story from Scripture.
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Providence
M o m e n t sM o m e n t s

Just in time for our Assembly Days, our new 
dining room extension was completed. The 
result is a beautiful expansion with lots of 
natural light, an outdoor seating area, and 
bright new furniture. 

The Sisters have found that the changes have 
also enhanced the acoustics, so they enjoy 
improved mealtime conversation.

Funds for the NunsFunds for the Nuns
The pandemic has once again kept us from celebrating 
Evening Under the Oaks, but our faithful supporters 
still found a way to show their appreciation for the 
Sisters.

Our Funds for the Nuns raffle was a resounding 
success. In addition to raising money to support the 
Sisters’ ongoing needs, we were able to reward the 
winners with some substantial prizes. We thank all who 
participated!



Unnamed Women SaviorsUnnamed Women Saviors

Fear begets oppression — fear of losing power, fear of armies, and fear of the fertility that is a gift 
from God.

Fear begets oppression.

“Dies Irae, Dies Illa.” Babies dirged along the Nile.
 
Power decreed a watery tomb for Hebrew boys. “Cast them in the Nile. Cast them, everyone into 
the Nile.”

“Rock-a-bye Baby on the treetops.” Baby lullabied among the reeds of watery Nile.
 
Love wrapped the Hebrew boy in the basket woven from the Nile’s reeds, placed him in the tar-
sealed cradle-coffin, set him in the Nile. Obedient subversion crafted by a mother, carried by a 
sister. See the rainbow in the sky? A baby is rocked and arked1 among the reeds.
Send servants to draw him out, defiant daughter of death-demanding father. 
Recognize the weeping one as child of Hebrew mother, destined for 
entombment in the Nile. Draw him in his cradle-coffin out of his tomb.

Surround the basketed babe, sister and daughter, and conspire 
against death dealing power. Women from peoples set against 
each other reach across the divide and conspire to save one 
child. “Shall I go and get for you a woman to nurse the child 
for you?” A wink, a wink. Both know what this offer is and for 
whom. But conspire, women, conspire, subvert the evil intent of 
the powerful. Mock the deadly order as you draw out of the Nile 
what power ordered cast into the Nile.

Hands still tarred from basket-weaving, basket-sealing the mother 
comes, takes the child to nurse him at her breast. Mother, sister, 
daughter surround this child as with a womb. Untombed now and 
enwombed, this child will grow to save a nation.

         —Sister Fidelis Tracy, CDP

1   The word in Hebrew for the basket (tabah) is the same word as the word used for the ark that Noah built.

[EXODUS 2:1-11][EXODUS 2:1-11]
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Sister Joan Marie Boberg became a novice in 1950. 
“I remember thinking I had this one year to become 
a saint,” she remembers. She taught at Christ the 
King School in Lexington, Ky., and while starting 
her master’s program at Xavier, she was sent to St. 
Francis School in Pikeville, Ky., to teach four grades 
and serve as principal. She later served as provincial, 
as a trustee for St. Elizabeth Medical Center, and 
as director for Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Covington. “I will continue to be open to how our 
Providential God continues to work in my life,” she 
says.

Sister Mary Ann Nadicksbernd seems to have come 
to the CDPs as part of a package deal with two 
sisters following her into the convent (and a brother 
who entered the priesthood and later served as 
chaplain for the Sisters). She taught elementary 
school in several places for more than four decades 
and enjoyed the chance to travel on pilgrimage 
to France in the footsteps of Fr. Moye. She looks 
forward to “grow more deeply in love with God and 
appreciate his enormous love for me.”

Sister Judith Ann Coffman considered life as a 
Benedictine Sister, but soon felt more at home with 
the CDPs. She ministered in practical roles early on 
and then enjoyed the chance to work with three- 
and four-year-old children at a day care center. Later 
she worked at the Moye Spiritual Life Center. She 
hopes more women will find the joys of religious life 
and expresses a wish that “women like me will be 
encouraged not to give up in their struggles.”

Sister Jean Menke’s first ministry as a CDP was 
teaching first grade in Fort Thomas, but other 
assignments led her to a farming community in 
Kalida, Oh., and the cities of Cynthiana, Newport, 
Dayton, Covington, and Erlanger, Ky. She later 
had the chance to teach Vietnamese immigrants, 
recalling, “What gracious and loving people they 
were!” She describes religious life as “learning, 
growing, and laughing,” and is grateful for her life as 
a CDP.
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Sister Barbara Patrick began her ministry in 
true CDP fashion, teaching school in Kentucky, 
Minnesota, and Maryland. But she truly began 
to thrive as a principal and served in that role in 
several places. Later, she prepared to go to Ecuador 
on mission and, as she recalls of her training in 
Texas, “I did not know Spanish, there was no 
running water, Coca-Cola was the only beverage, 
and the temperature stayed above 100.” She was 
not dissuaded though, and served in Ecuador for 
eleven years. Of her many roles she says, “It has 
been exciting and life-giving to be open to God’s will 
and to respond to the call of Providence.”

Sister Margaret Verhoff says that “Providence 
spirituality has been a part of my life for as long as 
I can remember.” She entered the convent in 1957 
and, even though she felt homesick, “being there 
felt right to me.” She taught elementary school and 
also worked as a principal, formation director, and 
pastoral associate. She later served as a member of 
the provincial council. She says, “I appreciate being 
able to see the ongoing pattern of God’s presence in 
my life, and I am grateful!”

Sister Alice Marie Schmersal professed her first 
vows in 1958 and in her boundless enthusiasm 
promised God that she’d be “perfect” by the time 
she made her final vows. Some experience and 
wisdom soon inspired her to redefine her idea of 
perfection: “Doing the best I can right now, being 
compassionate.” She taught for many years and, 
while on a retreat, began to paint with watercolors. 
Since then, she has become known for her beautiful 
artwork and cards, while continuing to minister in 
several roles, including as pastoral associate at St. 
Ann Catholic Mission in Manchester, Ky.
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Sisters Alice Gerdeman and Kay Kramer saw firsthand the challenges facing migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border. This spring 
they traveled with students from Thomas More University in two separate treks. 

Having had prior experience at the border, Sister Alice was prepared for what she would encounter. About her 2019 
journey, she says, “I was remembering a woman that I met from El Salvador and she had her son there. They had just been 
refused entrance into the country and she said, ‘I’m going to keep coming. At least he’s going to get through, you know. We 
both saw my other son murdered in front of our house. I will not have a second child murdered. I’ll do whatever I need to 
do.’”

Sister Alice understands the fear and motivation of these travelers. “When you’re desperate, you’re 
desperate,” she says.

The CDPs mission this year was coordinated with Annunciation House, a volunteer organization 
that offers hospitality to migrants, immigrants, and refugees in the border region of El Paso, 
Texas. Sister Kay Kramer, a midwife at St. Elizabeth and an instructor at Thomas More University, 
worked with the organization to welcome families, most from Central America, who made the 
journey north to seek asylum, refugee status, or shelter in the U.S. She did intake work, helping 
families understand and complete the necessary applications for their situation, tried to help them 
connect with sponsors in the United States, and did more mundane chores, including serving meals and doing laundry.

“Their trauma was raw because they had just come through being picked up by Border Patrol or they had just been 
processed by ICE. There was a lot of pain and sadness in just listening to their stories,” says Sister Kay. “What they’ve gone 
through to get here was, at times deeply, deeply troubling. But they were very hopeful.”

Sister Alice had also worked with a rush of unaccompanied minors arriving at the border in San Antonio, Texas, this spring. 
She helped to keep the children occupied with crafts and games.

Both Sisters have had experience working with immigrants in the northern Kentucky region. Sister Kay says that her trip 
to the border left her with a sense of being privileged to be there. “I wasn’t expecting that I would feel that way and I also 
was very aware of receiving a lot from them—their honesty, their simplicity, and their gratitude and excitement mixed with 
fear.”

Welcoming the StrangerWelcoming the Stranger

I was a stranger 
and you

welcomed me.
—Matthew 25:35

Sister Kay Kramer stands in front of Sister Kay Kramer stands in front of 
the shelter in El Paso, Texas, where she the shelter in El Paso, Texas, where she 
volunteered. She says the migrants and volunteered. She says the migrants and 
refugees like to have their picture taken refugees like to have their picture taken 
in front of this mural before traveling in front of this mural before traveling 
onward. onward. EsperanzaEsperanza means “hope.”  means “hope.” 
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June is for Jubilarians, but also retreats and Assembly Days. A gathering of all 
our Sisters, Assembly days are an opportunity to share information and province 
reports, renew spirituality, celebrate our annual missioning and just enjoy some 
time together. 

Sister Lucy Zientek says, “This year was the first time we were all able to get 
together in person since Christmas 2019. We all felt very blessed.”

The theme for this year was “Lean into the Light,” a motif that permeated the 
gathering right down to the table decorations.

Sister Barb Rohe says, “Our time together was a joyful homecoming with lots of 
smiles, laughter, and quality discussion. We are a community who really likes to 
get together and who enjoy each others’ company. That was evident! I shared 
during our annual Missioning Service, ‘as we go forth this year to our various 
ministries, may we do so with the assurance that Christ needs us to be His eyes, 
ears, hands and feet in our various ways of service!’”

Lean into the LightLean into the Light

Sister Margaret Sister Margaret 
Stallmeyer HallStallmeyer Hall
One CDP’s nine-year tenure as president of Thomas More University is becoming 
a landmark in every sense of the word. A campus building will be known as Sister 
Margaret Stallmeyer Hall, a testament to her lasting legacy. Originally known as 
Renaissance Hall, it is the university’s newest residential building, dedicated in 2018.

During her years as president, Sister Margaret oversaw major renovations to the 
library, science labs, the Biology Field Station, and what is now Griffin Plaza. She is 

credited with helping TMU become more financially stable, 
growing the degree offerings, and increasing enrollment.

She helped the institution to build a freestanding chapel 
with the dedication of Mary, Seat of Wisdom Chapel, located 
at the heart of campus. Upon her retirement in 2013, the 
college created the Sr. Margaret Stallmeyer President’s 
Access Grant to permanently endow and fund scholarships 
for deserving students. 

In accepting this honor, Sr. Margaret said she did so in 
recognition of all the women, especially the religious 
sisters, who have served as faculty, staff, and administrators 
throughout the one-hundred-year history of Thomas More 
University.



“The wisdom from above 

is first of all pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, compliant, 

full of mercy and good fruits, 

without inconstancy or 

insincerity.”

—James 3:17

WISDOMWISDOM

What are you doing to help yourself grow in wisdom?

Stay in touch! Please visit our website 
and follow us on social media. Help us 
save resources by subscribing to our 
digital newsletter. Just send your email 
address to Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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