
MISSION WORK BEGINS AT HOME 
for Sister Marie Rose, who has been 
ministering to Native Americans for 
more than 40 years. (Story on pages 
5-6.)

Pictured: Sister Marie Rose Messingschlager 
outside St. Anne Mission in Gallup, New Mexico
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is the newsletter of the Sisters of Divine Providence in Melbourne, 
Kentucky. “As Sisters of Divine Providence we have a mission to be 
living witnesses to the Providence of God. God’s love becomes real 
in us as we go out to be Providence to others through the works of 
mercy.”
                     — Constitutions of the Congregation of Divine Providence

CDP Communications Team
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Sister Leslie Keener, CDP
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Sister Barbara Rohe, CDP
Annette Walz
Sister Lucy Zientek, CDP

Providence Moments is published three times a year. To subscribe, please contact Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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New Retirement New Retirement 
Home for Sisters Home for Sisters 
in Madagascarin Madagascar

In October, Sister Emerita McGann visited our Sisters in Madagascar to witness the dedication of  their new retirement 
home. The CDPs first arrived in Madagascar in 1950 and the oldest Sister there is now 80. The older Sisters were housed 
in several locations throughout the area, making this retirement home essential.

“We had the nurses and the space; all we needed was the building, “ Sister Emerita says. There are 125 Sisters at 
Antsohihy and the community is rich in vocations. The home was built with the future in mind, with capacity to house 
lodgers or group meetings.

“It’s humbling to see what the Sisters there do with so little,” Sister Emerita says. “We talk about simplicity, but their 
very life is simplicity. They get by with the bare necessities, and what little they have they share with others. They are a 
wonderful, joyful bunch of Sisters.”

Faithful Faithful 
StewardshipStewardship
We are grateful for the generosity of our benefactors!
This chart shows where all our funds are directed. The 
largest piece of the pie goes toward mission projects. Our 
funds from Evening Under the Oaks are directed toward 
the ministry fund and the money contributed to our 
Christmas appeal subsidizes various Sisters’ ministries 
and projects in the U.S.



  Resurrection Is on Its WayResurrection Is on Its Way
God makes all things new, and we’ve been reminded of that in Scripture several times this Lent as we 
approach Easter, the ultimate renewal. Truth be told, I’ve responded differently to God’s making all things new, 
depending on where I am in my life. 

When I am in a period of great transition, I balk at newness. Big, sweeping changes feel like the rug is being 
pulled out from under me while I cartwheel through the air, and I respond to God with a little sullenness. 
“Hey, God, cut it out. Can’t you keep some things the same so I can at least get my footing?” God enjoys 
transition much more than I do, it seems.

However, when I am going through a rough time, one in which things seem bleak and impossible, I draw hope 
from God’s assurance of renewal. Situations that seem to have no resolution or end in sight make me wonder 
if things will ever change, and it’s hard to imagine how they will. But God promises to make all things new. 
Somehow, some way, transformation is going to happen. In my limited, human capacity, I can’t see how, but 
God assures me that things will change. So, I hope.

Not only does transformation always come, whether I want it to or not, but God’s love is in that movement, 
whether I see it or not. It’s like water in the desert for people whom God purposefully created for God’s 
own self. The poetry of these lines is so beautiful that I want to believe them. “See, I am doing something new! 
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

No, God, I don’t always perceive it, but I trust it. 

Trust, though, can be a tricky thing. The spirituality of my community is rooted in trusting God, and it’s still 
hard for me. A practice that does help, though, when I feel despair creeping in, is to look back over times 
in my life when God brought good out of difficulty. In the cool, clear light of hindsight, I can see how God 
worked through a situation to come to my help. I can see how I grew. I can see the transformation. 

Praying this way, which Pope Francis calls the Prayer of Memory, helps to deepen my trust when new 
difficulties arise. How so? Because I know from my own experience that God is trustworthy. I don’t trust God 
just because I should. I trust because I know. 

Dr. Brené Brown has some helpful insights about trust in a video called “The Anatomy of Trust.” She gives the 
analogy of filling a marble jar. When loved ones are trustworthy, even in small ways, they add a marble to the 
jar. Over time, little by little, the jar fills up and shows us who is dependable. God, who is ever trustworthy, is 
the ultimate marble jar friend. God constantly shows us just how trustworthy God is. We just have to notice. 
The prayer of memory helps me to notice the marbles God has given me, and that deepens my trust.

God is making all things new, especially during hard times. I trust this movement. 

Basically, that’s what we’re celebrating as we move through Lent and toward Easter, isn’t it? It’s 
the Paschal Mystery. Death is always followed by life. Suffering is always redeemed. Dawn always 
follows the night, and both the dark and the light are holy. 

As we endure the crosses in our own lives, we have to dig down deep into hope. Resurrection is 
on its way. God makes all things new. — SiSter LeSLie Keener, CDP
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Theology on 
Tap Serves Up 
Fun, Faith, and  
Friendship

Ten years ago the Archdiocese of Cincinnati asked 
the campus ministry team at St. Monica/St. George 
to consider managing a Theology on Tap series. For 
Sister Leslie Keener, it was the beginning of a long and 
meaningful ministry.

The event has been such a success that several groups in 
the archdiocese are hosting Theology on Tap gatherings 
throughout the year. “We try to connect with people who 
may not feel connected with the Church or their faith, 
and to reach out to people who we may not be seeing 
at Mass,” Sister Leslie says. “Even if they don’t come to 
Church, young adults are still looking for community and 
spirituality.” 

Each October, Sister Leslie and her Theology on Tap team 
host a series of talks on a theme.  In 2019, the theme 
was hope. “We all know how important it is to hold on 
to hope,” she says, “but there is a strategy to that. It is a 
skill, and a skill that we can learn from others.”  

These talks aren’t meant to be lectures or purely 
intellectual exercises, though.  “Our goal is to build 
community,” Sister Leslie says. “We are intentionally 
welcoming at our events.” Sometimes the topic will draw 
in others at the venue, even if they did not attend with 
Theology on Tap in mind. 

“Our speakers are just the beginning,” Sister Leslie 
says. “There is a lot of table conversation following the 

presentation.” These follow-up conversations sometimes 
stay on topic, but just as often, they take a detour.

That doesn’t trouble Sister Leslie. “It’s more than OK. We 
want to bring people in, help them meet each other, and 
get them talking about things that are important,” she 
says. 

“We try to keep it real and relevant, and to talk about 
hard things,” Sister Leslie says. “We know that young 
adults aren’t moving closer to the Church; they’re moving 
further away. Events like Theology on Tap are one way to 
respond to that trend.”

It’s hard to measure the success of presentations like 
Theology on Tap, but by one metric, Sister Leslie’s group 
has really made its mark. “We introduced a couple who 
are now married and have a child,” she says. “So that’s a 
community with a life of its own.”

Each series theme and venue contribute to the success of 
the events, but the most essential ingredient seems to be 
the planning committee.

As Sister Leslie says, “The committee itself has become a 
kind of community.” 

If you are interested in learning more about Theology on 
Tap, or would like to help plan this year’s event, please 
contact Sister Leslie at vocation@cdpkentucky.org.

Sister Leslie hanging out with Spencer Leichty and Stacey 
Price at the Humble Monk, site of the 2019 Theology on Tap 
series.
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“I was always interested in Native  
Americans,” Sister Marie Rose 
Messingschlager says, “but when 
I entered the convent, none of our 
Sisters were working in that ministry, 
so I thought I’d never get the chance 
to do it.” But Providence found a  
way.

After completing her master’s 
degree, she looked for summer 
volunteer opportunities. “I ended 
up in Gallup, New Mexico, working 
with the Franciscans on the Navajo 
Reservation,” she says.

She began working full-time with 
the Navajo in 1975. From there, 
she moved up north to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. 
Wounded Knee was one of her 
missions.

Then she moved to the diocese of 
Duluth, Minnesota. For 26 years she 
was director of Native American 
ministry. “For the most part, people 
thought of me as their pastor,” she 
says. “Those five reservations saw 
more of me than they did of their 
pastor.”

She’s now back in Gallup, New 
Mexico, working as a pastoral 
minister. Instead of ministering to 
the Navajo, though, she now serves 
the Pueblo Indians of the Acoma and 
Laguna communities. 

There she visits the sick and the 
shut-ins in hospitals and in their 
homes. She is present at various 
tribal functions—and is sometimes 
asked to take part in events “only” 
for tribal members. She visits schools 

and nursing homes, and teaches 
religion and sacramental preparation 
to adults.

Her decades of working with Native 
Americans have prepared her for this 
position and she is settling in very 
well. “I love it,” she says of her work. 
“You receive more than you give.”

This part of the Southwest is not the 
hot, empty desert many imagine it to 
be. “We’re in the foothills of snow-
capped Mt. Taylor here—one of the 
mountains sacred to the local tribes,” 
Sister Marie Rose says. “In the winter 
we’ll have 18-degree temps and 20 
inches of snow.”

And the area is filled with rich history. 
When the Spanish conquistadors 
came to the area, they saw the way 

A Ministry of PresenceA Ministry of Presence
Sister Marie Rose Messingschlager Sister Marie Rose Messingschlager 
reflects on her 45 years of working with reflects on her 45 years of working with 
Native Americans.Native Americans.



the sun lit up the rocks of the mesa 
and “they thought they had found 
the lost city of gold. Many natives 
were killed at this time.” 

Though many peoples of the 
Southwest are called Pueblo 
Indians, the word pueblo doesn’t 
refer only to a single house or a style 
of building. “It is like a reservation, a 
group of villages. Old Acoma, or Sky 
City, is the oldest inhabited village 
in the United States,” Sister Marie 
Rose says. It has been continuously 
populated since at least the twelfth 
century, but tribal traditions claim 
that the settlement has been there 
for more than two thousand years.

“When the conquistadors came 
in the 1500s, they came with 
Franciscan and Jesuit missionaries,” 
Sister Marie Rose says. “Since 
then the people have been able to 
blend their traditional ways with 
Catholicism very well.”

One of those traditions means that 
each clan has a specific role to play 
for the tribe, for all humans, and 
for all of creation. “For instance,” 
Sister Marie Rose says, “There 
is a group a men who spend the 
whole year fasting and praying for 
all of creation. They give up food, 

time with their families, and tribal 
celebrations, fasting and praying all 
day and into the night.”

They have a wisdom we are just 
rediscovering. “They have kept 
alive the idea that we are all 
interconnected—animal, human, 
plant, mountain—that we should 
respect one another and all creation 
and work together.  This is so much 
in keeping with what Pope Francis is 
saying in Laudato Si,”  Sister says. 
“What I enjoy most is the people. 
They are very spiritual.” 

While Sister has plenty of work to 
do on the reservation, she is most 
focused on a ministry of presence.

“I talk about the elements of this 
ministry, using the acronym POLE,” 
she says, which stands for:

• Presence
• Observing
• Listening
• Empowering

“I hope to be at-one-with them, 
to let them know I’m walking 
with them, to listen and share the 
Creator’s love,” Sister Marie Rose 
says. “They have so much to teach 
us.” ■
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Calendar
MARCH

7 The Gathering—“Rediscovering 
Hope at the Heart of Worship,” by 
Sister Lucy Zientek, CDP, 9:30-
11:30, Providence Hall.

21 Young Adult Service Day

  SPOTLIGHT 
    ON VOCATIONS

As Sisters of Divine Providence, 
we are called to be witnesses of 
God’s Providence by caring for 
people and creation. 

Do you feel inspired by this 
mission too? Are you interested 
in connecting with us? Or, do you 
know a young adult who may be 
considering religious life? We will 
be co-hosting an Explore Your Call 
event March 31.
 
Contact Sister Leslie Keener at 
vocation@cdpkentucky.org or 
859-441-0700 ext. 22 to connect!



Each year during the Christmas holidays, the Sisters of Divine Providence gather at the Province Center in Melbourne, 
Kentucky, coming from near and far, to pray, celebrate, share, and reflect together on a topic of importance and 
relevance. This year, the topic was Laudato Si, Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical letter on care for our common home.

At the international meeting held at our motherhouse in France in August 2018, the Congregation included care for 
the most vulnerable in humanity and creation as a focus for the next several years. The U.S. province then made the 
decision to study Laudato Si individually and communally and have begun a two-year process of studying the encyclical. 
To aid in their study, they were joined at their Christmas assembly by Msgr. William Cleves—longtime friend of the 
Sisters, philosopher, and scholar—and by Sr. Kathy Sherman, CSJ, of 
Lagrange, Illinois— liturgical musician and composer. Several 
Associate members joined the Sisters in their reflection.

Fr. Cleves began with a philosophical overview of 
Laudato Si and encouraged the Sisters to read it 
against the backdrop of Gaudium et Spes, the 
Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World, one of the four constitutions to 
come out of the Second Vatican Council. Doing 
so, Fr. Cleves stated, leads us to ask “why?” 
This question leads us deeper into God our 
Creator, in whose image and likeness we 
are made. Fr. Cleves continued with a 
summary of each chapter of the encyclical, 
and challenged the Sisters to remember, 
as Joseph Spalding stated, “We did 
not inherit the Earth from our parents, 
we borrowed it from our children.”

Sr. Kathy with song, reflections, and 
small-group sharing, encouraged the 
Sisters to think about their place in 
this beautiful world God has created. In 
discussing the reality of climate change, 
she asked them to think about “What do 
you do once you know?” She taught her 
song “Touch the Earth” and inspired them 
to continue their efforts to care for the earth, 
small though they may seem, trusting that “God 
has given us the power to create the world anew.”

The day inspired the Sisters and Associates with 
renewed enthusiasm for their continuing study of 
Laudato Si and offered new growth in their understanding 
of the need for all peoples to care for God’s creation. 

All-powerful God, 
you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us 
each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.

by Sister Kay Kramer, CDP
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 Assembly Days Focus on Creation Assembly Days Focus on Creation

A PrayerA Prayer
 for Our Earth for Our Earth



Living the Charism

“Poverty leads us into the detachment of  
Jesus. Content with little, we strive to leave 

behind the goods of  this world to be free for 
the mission confided to us by the Father. The 

liberation that poverty brings allows us to 
hear the call of  Providence and to follow it.”

POVERTY

Is there a place in your life 
too crowded for God?

Consider how you can let go of 
some things—even good things—to 

make room for the eternal.

Stay in touch! Please visit our website 
and follow us on social media. Help us 
save resources by subscribing to our 
digital newsletter. Just send your email 
address to Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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